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II. Main points of empirical discourse 
analytical  research  

 

III. Conclusions  

 



 The content is forming and recreating 

 
◦ 2004: textbook from Dolutskiy I. deprived its label 

«Recommended by the Ministry of Education» 

 

◦ 2007: special publication for history teachers 
(recommendation how to teach) 

 

◦ 2012 - 2013:expertise the content of history 
textbooks (facts falsification)  

 

 



 Document of public cultural memory  

(M. Halbwachs) 

 

 Source about what is "necessary" to know 
about the past  

 

 The result of existing ideological regime 



 

 Politically inconvenient 
event 

  

 Avoided the issue of 
the Afghanistan War 
/limited information 

 

 Advantageous case for 
discourse research  

Good grief!  
We got caught up in    
history...  
(L. Brezhnev on the 
Afghanistan War)1  

1. Gai D., Snigerev V. “ Invasion”.  Journal  “Flag” . № 3-4. 1991. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Izmozik V.S. , Rudnik S.N. History of Russia: 11th grade. Textbook for students of 
general education institutions / Edited  by R.S. Ganelin. M.: Ventana-Graf, 2009. P. 279. 

. 
  



 What is official discourse about Afghanistan 
War  now and what was it in the past?  

 

 

 



 

 16 school textbooks  (1990 to 2010) 

 
◦ 1) M. Gorbachev – 1985–1991;  

◦ 2) B. Yeltsin – 1991–2000;  

◦ 3) V. Putin – 2000–2008;  

◦ 4) D.  Medvedev – 2008–2010. 





 Discourse by Laclau and Mouffe  
◦ system of fixed meanings 

◦ limited by the framework of a certain field 

 



Discourse  
branch points  
depending on  
the historical era 

Discourse branch points 



 Analytical frame 
of discourse by 
Laclau and Mouffe  

 Representations 
of Afghanistan 
War in Yeltsin 
presidency 



 So the reproduction of essential characteristics of school textbooks 
discourse continued (!) 

Gorbachev’s time Yeltsin’s time Putin’s time Medvedev’s time 

Discourse of 
Soviet political 
dissidents 

The expansion of 
the field of 
discursiveness 
appeared 
1)discourse of Soviet political 
dissidents 
+ 
2) public discourse of the 
first years of post-Soviet 
Russia  
+ 
3) official discourse of the 
Soviet Union in the time of 
the Afghanistan War 

The field of 
discursivenes
s was 
reduced 
 

No changes 
 



Thank you for attention!  
 


